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News from the Medical & Scientific Libraries
of Long Island
President’s Message
Jeanne Strausman, President 2008‐09
Hello Members,
Well, my term of office is coming to an end and I think we had a successful year. The joint meeting with BQSI/
MB in April was a great success. I think everyone learned something from the panel discussion on valuing
library services and the Return on Investment (ROI) Calculator. Thanks to Curtis Carson for making all the
arrangements. Because this joint meeting was so successful, I think more will be held in the future. Networking
is vital to our existence, especially to one person libraries, and having a joint meeting is one way to expand our
horizons and meet with other librarians. Another way is by promoting ourselves to others. Gerri Flanzraich and
I had a table for MEDLI at the Long Island Library Conference on May 7th. We had a display of pictures from
past meetings and brochures from MEDLI libraries. We gave away a variety of consumer health brochures on
various health topics, and many librarians took copies. Many public librarians were unaware of who we are and
what we do. This shows that MEDLI needs to have a stronger presence and the only way to do this is by
membership support and participation. I encourage our members to continue to support MEDLI and to promote
our organization to the library community. Renewals for membership have been mailed to you and we are in the
process of electing a new Vice President/President Elect. If any one is interesting in serving on a committee,
please contact me or our new incoming president, Christina Rivera. I would like to wish Christina all the best
and much success in her upcoming year. Have a great summer!
Jeanne Strausman
President of MEDLI
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Highlights from Valuing Library Services Panel Discussion
2009 MEDLI & BQSI/MB Joint Spring Meeting

April 27th—MEDLI and BQSI/MB held their first ever joint meeting at the Peninsula Public Library
in Lawrence, NY. This event welcomed over 40 members for a joint business meeting followed by the
Vendor’s Show Case: Exam Master, with speakers James Taylor, Senior Account Executive, and
Judy Cox, Client Support Director. Following lunch, Arpita Bose, Outreach and Communications
Coordinator, NN/LM, Middle Atlantic Region, moderated a panel discussion on valuing library
services and the Return on Investment (ROI) Calculator. Panelists included Carolyn Anne Reid, The
Frances and John L. Loeb Librarian of Medicine and Director, Weill Cornell Medical Library;
Dorothy Schwartz, Director, Health Sciences Library, New York Methodist Hospital; and Laraine
Tursi, Director, Harold Fink Memorial Library, Coney Island Hospital.

MEDLI members pictured in top photo (from left to right):
Manhaz Tehrani, Gerri Flanzraich, Barbara Elish,
Jeanne Strausman, & Curtis Carson
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Coming Soon:
MEDLI Fall Meeting

2009
Details will be posted
to the MEDLI listserv &
online at: www.medli.net
You can subscribe to the
listserv at:
https://lists‐1.liu.edu/mailman/listinfo/cwp‐medli
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Surfing the Web for Health–
related Videos
From YouTube and Beyond
Are you looking for health related videos on the web?
There is a number of freely available resources that
provide videos covering health-related topics, ranging
from operating room procedures to news briefs.
Whether geared towards the consumer or the physician,
the web offers a variety of high speed and high quality
videos.

CDC‐TV | www.cdc.gov/CDCTV
CDC-TV is an online video delivery resource available through CDC.gov. Here you can view or
download videos on a variety of health, safety and preparedness topics. Most videos are short and
all include closed-captioning (some videos are also open-captioned), so they are accessible to all
interested viewers. The library of videos include single-topic presentations as well as video series
focused on children, parents, and public health professionals.

OR‐Live | www.or‐live.com
OR-Live is a source for live surgical videos on the web, offering viewers access to the operating
room. It maintains a clinical video library that features over 600 on-demand surgeries for
immediate viewing worldwide using streaming video technology. Brief descriptions are provided
for upcoming live webcasts. Previous webcasts can be searched by specialty, institution,
condition, and/or procedure.

SciVee | www.scivee.tv
SciVee is a collaboration between the National Science Foundation, the Public Library of Science,
and the San Diego Supercomputing Center. SciVee's goal is the "widespread dissemination and
comprehension of science." To accomplish this the site allows scientists to upload videos and
incorporate the content of their published article. Users can also publish podcasts—referred to as
pubcasts—and join one of the many disciplinary communities of scientists.

YouTube | www.youtube.com/usgovernment
Launched in May 2009, the official YouTube channel of the US Government pulls together other
channels from across agencies, and features select video content. This channel is divided into
playlists by topic, including health and nutrition, and science and technology. Other channels
subscribing include the FDA, NIH, and HHS.
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NN/LM Hospital Librarians Summit
Report from Mary Lou Glazer
I was invited to attend the NN/LM
Hospital Librarians Summit at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. Ruth Holst,
Associate Director of NN/LM GMR, and Dan
Wilson, Coordinator of NN/LM Emergency
Preparedness & Response Project, brought
together hospital librarians and NN/LM staff
representatives from each of the eight regions
nationwide for a day-long summit at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. Dan Wilson
facilitated the meeting, provided an overview
of the Hospital Incident Command System, and
offered suggestion for the roles that librarians
could play to assist hospitals with preparation
for and response to emergencies.

Did you know that
in the event of a
disaster, NLM will
allow members to
access 300 full text
articles for two
weeks as an
outreach service.

The focus for the morning was the 10 Steps to Service Continuity Plan. We discussed the NN/LM
toolkit, an important tool to assist librarians in developing a disaster plan. The plan, when completed,
can help assess areas such as risk, personal safety, core services, and remote E-Resources. It also
covers relationships with backup libraries. I recommend that you take a look at the toolkit and the 10
Steps Plan available in the template, which is available online at: http://nnlm.gov/ep/disaster-plantemplates/. Completing this plan helped the attendees to better define our role in emergency
preparedness and started us thinking about how we could improve services. For example, we are
looking into having our library connect at least one computer to a backup generator for service
continuity. In addition, we obtained a grant for a large screen TV and Cablevision service so that staff
could gather in the library to watch and listen to up-to-date news. A helpful tutorial to assist in
utilizing the plan can be found online at: https://webmeeting.nih.gov/p48488489/. The morning ended
with group brainstorming and breakout sessions. Helpful suggestions, such as using Freeshare for
ILLs, and selecting a library backup outside your electronic grid were discussed.
Did you know that in the event of a disaster NLM will allow libraries to access 300 full text articles for
two weeks as an outreach service? The Emergency Access Initiative could be a lifesaver in the event
that you are not able to access your own databases! A password is required and can be obtained from
your local RML.
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The afternoon led to a dynamic presentation by David Esterquest, who is the Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator at Rush University Medical Center. After giving us a broad overview of Emergency
Preparedness, he did his homework and shared with us the potential roles of the hospital librarian in the
event of a disaster and preparing for a disaster. He suggested eight categories that defined the librarian
and library’s role. Educators/trainers, community meeting places, managing donations, information
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Continued…
disseminators, and collection managers were among those mentioned. As libraries continue to change,
we need to find ways to make our libraries an integral part of the organization for which we work. It
was discussed that, by making your library and yourself one of the “go to” persons for disaster and
emergency information, you are creating another need for staff to use the library.
Some suggestions on how to accomplish this are below:
•

Create a webpage with emergency preparedness links such as the CDC, FEMA PUBMED, NLM,
Ready America, MedlinePlus, and the Red Cross

•

Set up a television with Cablevision so that employees can come to the library to watch important
events and obtain information

•

Have your IT department connect one or two of your computers to a backup generator so that
clinicians will be able to obtain diagnostic information if power is lost

•

Continue to send out links on blast emails or library newsletters that contain emergency
preparedness information

•

Discuss with your Emergency Preparedness Coordinator adding “Consult with Librarian” to the
medical center plan.

The forum provided important information and I was fortunate to be able to attend. There are ways to
stay informed, including checking out the NN/LM Emergency Preparedness and Response Toolkit
online at: http://nnlm.gov/ep. Susan Yowell and Dan Wilson contribute to a blog on the site. In fact,
Susan has posted questions you might want to ask:
•

Can you change the voice mail message on your library’s main phone from your home?

•

Who has current staff home phone number information?

•

Do you need an official “voice” for providing information about the status of the library?

•

Can the person responsible for ILL/document delivery access resources needed to provide ILL
requests to your patrons from home; i.e. is the required software installed on the home computer/
laptop?

•

Is there a provision for emergency access to print materials for affiliated patrons in the event of a
patient care emergency while the library is closed?

Being part of the emergency preparedness team and staying informed so that you could be a reliable
source of information will help your library to be an important part of your medical center team and
help you to be informed and connected in the event of a disaster.

Article submitted by: Mary Lou Glazer, MLS, AHIP, Medical Library, Department of Veteran's
Affairs/Northport
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About MEDLI

Membership Information
The purpose of MEDLI is to initiate, sponsor, and contribute to educational programs pertaining to
medicine and related subjects. Keeping with this educational goal, MEDLI strives to bring to the
medical library community continuing education seminars for both educational advancement in the
profession and Medical Library Association certification and/or recertification.
Twice yearly general membership meetings, e-mails, and our website keep the active medical librarian
abreast of new ideas, changing roles, and technological advances in the library field.
Membership in MEDLI is open to anyone interested in the exchange and dissemination of medical and
scientific information. Our members currently include librarians, hospitals, library suppliers, and others
interested in libraries and medicine.
Networking of medical librarians through the regional medical library network, interlibrary loan, and
educational meetings will continue to be an important objective of the Medical and Scientific Libraries
of Long Island.
Don’t wait, join today. The membership application is available online.

by

MEDLI Elections
for Vice President/
President Elect
2009/2010

June 24th

Candidates:
Marlene Horowitz—North Shore/Plainview & Syosset
Claire Joseph—South Nassau Communities Hospital
Email your response to Jeanne Strausman, MEDLI President
jstrausm@nyit.edu
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MEDLI Seen n’ Heard
2009 Long Island Library Conference

May 7, 2009—MEDLI President Jeanne Strausman and Treasurer Gerri
Flanzraich share consumer health information at the Long Island
Library Conference.

NN/LM Middle Atlantic Region
Awards Program Update
The NN/LM Middle Atlantic Region is offering a Small Projects Award for up to $1,000. Applications
are accepted on a rolling basis and will continue to be accepted until funds are exhausted. For
additional information, including the online application, please visit: http://nnlm.gov/mar/funding/
microawards.html.

MEDLI Listserv
Stay Connected
Do you have a question or want to share some information? Then be sure to use the MEDLI listserv.
You can subscribe to the listserv by going to: https://lists-1.liu.edu/mailman/listinfo/cwp-medli.
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MEDLI
Officers

2008‐2009
President
Jeanne Strausman
jstrausm@nyit.edu
Vice President/
President Elect
Christina Rivera
crivera@lilrc.org
Secretary
Curtis Carson
ccarson@ehs.org
Treasurer
Gerri Flanzraich
gflanzra@nyit.edu

MEDLI Membership
Renewals
July 2009-June 2010
Please be sure to renew your
membership today!
Visit the MEDLI website online @
www.medli.net

MEDLI E-News is the
official newsletter of the
Medical & Scientific
Libraries of Long Island. It
is published two times a
year, electronically, and is
available on the MEDLI
website: www.medli.net.
Editor: Christina Rivera
Copy Editor: Barbara Elish

